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in India were more than ever neglected by the 
government at home, and diforders of every 
kind were increafed and multiplied. It was 
believed by fome perfons, that Philip IT. agree- 

ably to the maxims of his malignant policy, 
was well pleafed that the power of his new fub- 
jects fhould fuffer a diminution, as he would 
thereby find it eafier to maintain his ufurped 
authority. But it is more reafonable to fup- 
pofe that his attention, being wholly engrofied 
by objeéts which he judged to be of greater 
importance, he had not leifure to attend to the 
affairs in India; and found it, therefore, in 
fome meafure neceflary to leave the feveral go- 
vernors at liberty to act without controul. 
However this be, it is certain that they aéted 
more like independent monarchs than the fub- 
jects of one common prince, to whom they 
were accountable for their conduét, and feemed 
to have forgotten the relation which they had 
bore, and the duties which they owed both to 
their country and to one another; while each 
individual was folely attentive to his private 
intereft, and feldom fcrupled to promote it at 
the, expence either of faith or of humanity, 
The natives had, on different occafions, taken 
arms, and attempted to vindicate their rights 
againft their lawlefs oppreffors. Their efforts 
hitherto had not been vigorous, nor attended 
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come more than ever impatient under the inju- —— 


ries which they fuffered, ia cat 


* Such was the ftate of the Portuguefe, and 
fach the difpofition of the natives with regard 
to them, when the Dutch made their firft voy- 
age tothe Indies. They were thereby encou- 
raged tO perfift in their attempt to eftablith 
trade “in thofe parts; and a fpirit of enterprife_ 
and adventure was excited, which foon diffufed 
itfelf over all the maritime provinces. The 
Spanifh ° minifters imprudently contributed to 
quickeg this adventurous {pirit, and to confirm 
the h in the refolution they had formed, 
by républifhing, foon after the acceffion of the 
prefent king, an edi&t, prohibiting the Spani- 
atds and Portuguefe from all commercial in- 
tercourfe with ther, in the ftri€teft manner and 
under the fevereft penalties. They might 
have perceived the folly of this meafure from 
the effeéts which their former reftri@ions on 
the Dutch trade had already produced; but 
they attended only to the immediate inconve- 
nience which was occafioned thereby to the 
enemy, without confidering either the advan- 
tages which the Dutch might ultimately de- 
tive ce a Ly tas ap or ‘the prejudice 

bana ge 7), 5, which 










“Book which the Spaniards and Portugefe were likely 
. fultai ae ‘ 


a 


By the advice of the count de Fuentes, ano- 
bleman of great abilities, but naturally haugh- 
ty and fevere, and extremely ignorarit of thé 
commercial intereft of his country; the prohi- 
bitory edié&t was carried into the moft rigorous 
execution: . ‘A ftri€t enquiry was made at all 
the fea-ports of Spain and Portugal, whether 
any of the Dutch had come thither under the 
colours of any neutral power; ahd as a confi- 
derable number were difcovered to have been 
guilty of this temerity, their fhips and goods 
were confiftated, and they orm 'y either 


caft into prifon; or fent to the gallies,§ - 
demned to work as faves, &: 


Tre ftates-general, in order to exprefs their 
contempt of this conduct of the Spanifh court, 
publifhed an edié, in which, befides prohibit- 
ing all intercourfe between their fubjeéts and 
thofe of the king of Spain, they declared; that 
they would treat as enemies the fubjects of all 
neutral powers who fhould carry commodities, 
of whatever kind; to the asi of jess Por- 
tugal, or Flanders, 


To this manifefto, oleh of which were fent 
to the courts of the feveral maritime powers, 
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no anfwer was returned, nor any objection 
made by the ftates or princes who received i it; 
and the French monarch gave, an this occafion, 
a ftriking proof of his fayour for the Dutch, 
by publifhing a declaration, that if any of his 
fubjeéts fhould, for the fpace of fix months, 
adventure to trade with Spain, they mutt do it 
at their private rifk, without the pepe of his 
protection. 


Whiz the Dutch in this manner fhewed 
their contempt of the Spanifh trade and the 
prohibitory ediét, being more than ever intent 
on profecuting the trade which they had begun 
in India, feveral different affociations were. 
formed by the merchants in Holland and Zea- 


land, almoft immediately after the return of 


their fleet under the command'of Houtman ; 
and before the end of the following year, more 
than eighty thips, completely equipped, and 
furnifhed with various articles of commerce, 
were fent oyt; the greater part of them to the 
Eaft Indies, and fome to the Welt, and to the 
coafts of Aftica, while others were  otean to 
attempt the paflage by the Streights of Magel- 
lan into the Pacifig Ocean. 


Tuzy were divided into, {mall fleets, con. 
teams am es Sealine 
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300K vefiels, from about one bundred and fifty to 


three or four hundred tons, fome of which had 
regular troops on board, that were furnifhed by 
Prince Maurice and the ftates. Their inftruc- 
tions were nearly the fame as thofe which had 
been given to the commanders employed in the 
firft expedition ; to avoid the fettlements of the 
Portuguefe, and, as much as poffible, to abftain 
from hoftilities. But it was impoffible for 
them ftriétly to comply with thefe inftructions, 
Their enemies were fpread almoft every where 
over the coafts which they vifited; and being 
equally animated by jealoufy and by refent- 
ment, were refolved to give them all the oppo- 
fition, and to do them all the mifchief in their 
power. ‘They had laboured to infpire the na- 
tives with the fame malignity ; and on. the, 
minds of fome of them their mifreprefentations 
had produced the defired effect. It was not 
only ‘the dangers, therefore, of voyages, fo 
jong and difficult, through climates the moft 
adverfe to the human conftitution, which the 
Dutch encountered in the profecution of their 
defign; but, after their aryival on thofe coats, 


_ where the trade, which they defired to eftablith, 


mutt be carned on, they found it neceffary to- 
fight and to negociate by turns. They had 
the prejudices of the natives to overcome ; and 
they were obliged to ftand perpetually ‘on their 
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guard againft the machinations of the Portu- BOOK. 
guefe, who practifed every method which they el 
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could devife to accomplith their deftruction, 
whether of fecret fraud, or open force and vio- 
lence. 


Tue Portuguefe had no fuch formidable op- 
pofition to encounter when they firft arrived 
in India. The fhips of their enemies were 
few in number, and much inferior to their’s, 
both in refpect of ftrength and fize; and the 
towns which they attacked were weakly forti- 
fied, and unfkilfully defended by a daftardly, 
effeminate, and feeble race of men. Whereas 
the Duich encountered fleets of thips of the 
fame conftruéction as their own, and were 
obliged to contend with an enemy, who, be- 
fides being accuftomed to the climate, and fa- 
miliarly acquainted with the Indian feas, were 
not lefs diftinguifhed than themfelves for their 
naval and military skill, 


But their conduct was wifely adapted to 
their circumftances, being equally prudent 
whether it refpected the natives or the Portu- 
guefe. ‘They foon convinced the former of the 
falfhood of thofe injurious afperfions which the 
latter had caft upon their character; and by 
the moderation, juftice, and humanity, which 

$4 they 
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if | boom they difplayed. ine all: their dealings, proved 
steno that, in -purity of manners, they were much 
; fuperior to’ their accufers. They were foon 
allowed to trade in many places, from whence 
the Portuguefe had laboured to exclude them; 
and, as with indefatigable induftry they im- 
proved to the utmoft every advantage which 
they enjoyed, they came, ere long, to procure 
admiffion to feveral, of the moft important 

branches of commerce. 


As the extenfion of their trade, and not con- 
queft, wasthe great object which they purfued, 
they avoided all unneceffary rencounters with 
the Portuguefe; but they were generally well 
prepared to defend themfélves when attacked, 
gave many proofs of the moft determined bra- 
very, and fometimes triumphed over the fupe- 
rior force and numbers of the enemy. Still, 
however, they kept the great end of their 
Yoyages perpetually in view. The fame time 
which they found it ‘neceflaty to fpend in re- 
pairing the damages fuftained in battle, was 
likewife employed in trading with the natives ; 
and as foon as ‘their cargoes were complete, 
and their damages repaired, they returned to 
Holland ; thus enriching their employers, and 
enabling them not only to defray the expence 
of their equipment, but to. exert themfelves 

with 
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"with redoubled vigour in the profecution of 


their defigns. 


AxtHovon fome of the numberlefs voyages 
which they had undertaken, had, through 


mifconduét or crofs accidents, proved unfor-' 


tunate, they had been in general fufficiently 
fuccefsful to render it their intereft to perfe- 
yere. The focieties, however, of merchants, 
by whom ‘the Indign ‘trade had been carried 
on, were not fatisfied with the profits which it 
afforded. They complained that too great a 
number of adventurers had engaged ‘in its 
and that in confequence thereof, as they muft 
pay mych higher prices for Indian goods than 
had been’ formerly given by the Portuguefe, 
fo they found it neceffary to fell them much 
cheaper; and would either be ruined by their 
efforts to eftablifh this new branch of com- 
merce, or obliged to abandon it altogether. 


Tuis evil, which could hardly have been 
apprehended | in the beginning of a trade-at- 
tended with fo great expence ‘and danger, 
would probably have foon been remedied by a 
diminution of the number of competitors, the 
natural confequence of fmall profits in any 
‘branch of commerce ; and, if the evil com- 
plained of had been the only reafon for the 
interpofition of the ftates, it may be queftion- 
ed whether they ought to have interpofed, 
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But, befides this, there was another reafon of 


greater weight. The Portuguefe in India, be. 
ing under the direétion of their governors or 
viceroys, could more eafily aé& in concert 
than the great number of independent Dutch 
focieties; and the fimall fleets or fingle fhips 
belonging to thefe focieties were expofed to 
the danger of being feparately attacked and 
deftroyed, one after another, by an enemy with 
whom, if they could too aé in concert, they 
might be able to contend. Determined by 
thefe confiderations, the ftates-general, in the 
year 1602, united the feveral focieties of 
traders into one body, under the name of the 
Eaft India Company; on which, befides the 
exclufive privilege of trading beyond the Cape 
of Good Hope on the one hand, and the 
Streights of Magellan on the other; they con- 
ferred the power of adminiftering juftice, of 
building forts, of appointing governors and 
garrifons, of raifing troops, and of making 
peace and war with the Indian princes. A 
fund, amounting to more than fix millions of 
florins, was immediately fubfcribed for by the 
merchants in the principal maritime. towns, 
and managers were appointed, under whofe 
direction all the trade to India was henceforth 
to be carried on. This company being the 
firft regular commercial fociety of which we 
read in hiftory, has ferved in fome meafure as 


a-model to all the trading companies that have 
_been 
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n created in modern times. It confifted 
Bact "AE Wile Wig Mad toca deg 
private adventugers in the Indian trade; and 
by thefe men, who had profited from their 
former errors, and were well acquainted with 
that trade in all its branches, the affairs of the 
company were, from the beginning, conducted 
with confummate {kill; nor was their good 
fortune inferior to the prudence which they 
difplayed, Having, by their juftice and mo- 
deration, extinguifhed thofe groundlefs preju- 
dices againft their national character, which 
the Portuguefe had laboured to inftil into the 
minds of the Indian princes, they were almoft 
every where received with favour, and in feveral 
places obtained permiffion to eftablifh facto~ 
ries, and to build forts for the protectien of 
their trade. They were requefted by fome of 
thefe princes to lend their affiftance in expel- 
ling the Portuguefe, and in their rencounters 
with that nation they generally came off victo~ 
rious. They made innumerable captures of 
their richeft fhips. Their -trade. was every year 
more widely extended, and the profits arifing 
from it were greater than they had been ac- 
cuftemed to derive from any former branch 
of commerce. The principal caufes. of their 
weaknefs haye been already explained; and to 
thefe muft be added this confideration, that, 
on the other = the trade and power of the: 

Portuguele 
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Portuguefe were quickly haftening to decay, 
While their rivals were every feafon receivi 
reinforcements both of fhips and troops, they 
were left unfupported by their friends in Ev- 
rope, to ftruggle with the difficulties which 
furrounded them. The ftrength of Portugal 
had long been ‘exhaufted by the too numerous 
emigration of its inhabitants; and the Spanifh 
minifters, befides that their attention was en- 
tirely occupied by other objects, found more 
than fufficient employment at home for all the 
force and treafure which they pofleffed. 


Ir was this reafon, and not, as has been fup- 
pofed, the defire of having Portugal reduced 
to a ftate of weaknefs, and thereby rendered 
more tame and obfequious, that prevented the 
court of Spain from affording that affiftance to 
the Portuguefe in India, which their exigen- 
cies fo much required at the prefent period. 


_ They were almoft equally inattentive, or equal- 


ly unable to ‘afford fypport to the Spanith 
traders and colonifts as to the Portuguefe. 
Many captures were made of their fhips load- 
ed with the treafures of America and the In- 
dies. Their fleets were fometimes blocked up, 
in their harbours, sill the feafon fit for enter- 
ing on their voyages had elapfed; and their 
fettlements on the coafts were often plundered, 
fometimes by the Dutch, and fometimes by the 
Englith, with impunity. 
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“Nor ‘was it only i in the Indies, and oh the no 0 Ki 
coaft of Arnerica, that the fabjetts of the Spas ——. on 
nifh monarchy were expofed to the'depredations 
of their enemies. While the war with England 
fubfifted, the coafts of Spain itfelf had been in- 
falted both by the Dutch and Englifh; and many 
fhips in the harbours either taken or deftroyed. 
After the eftablifhiment of | peace with France 
and England, the Spanifh’ mitiifters‘had con- 
ceived the hopes of finding i it eafy, not only to 
refift the moft ‘vigorous efforts of the Dutch, 
but ere long to rediice thért'to obedience: 
But, although they had now only'a fingle enemy 
to contend with, whom they had long been ac- 
cuftomed to defpife, that enemy, through the 
great increafe of their trade and navigation, 
were become more powerful, while they them~ 
felves, from the decay of their trade and other 
caufes, were much weaker than before: For 
fome time paft, therefore, the Spaniards had 
found it equally difficult to defend themfelves 
againft the Dutch alone, as they had done for- 
mertly againft the Dutch, and Englifh, and 
French united. 


Puritp’s minifters were not ignorant of the 
fources from whence the Dutch had received 
fo great an acceffion of wealth and powers 
and of one of thefe,; we have feen, they had in 
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vain endeavoured to deprive them, by the 
prohibition of their trade with Spain and Por-, 
. Another, not lefs copious, they knew, 
woas their cord,and berting fibers. on the coaft 
of England and the Netherlands; and to de- 
prive them of this, and at the fame time to 
intercept their navigation in the narrow feas, 
between the fouthern and northern {tates of 
Europe, had for fome years been a principal 
objeét of their attention. It was with this 
view that all thofe gallies had been equipped, 
which, as formerly related, had been intrufted 
to the command of Frederick de Spinola; and 
with the fame view there had.been fitted out at 
Nieuport and Dunkirk a great number of arm- 
ed veffels, from which the Dutch fuffered con- 
fiderable moleftation in their coafting trade 
and fifhery. But all Spinola’s gallies had cither 
been deftroyed, or had fallen into the hands of 
the Dutch, when they got poffeffion of Sluys ; 
and the States having provided fome fhips of 
war on purpofe, had, on fome occafions, taken 
fignal vengeance on the privateers of Nieuport 
and Dunkirk, the crews of which they always 
treated as pirates, and either hanged or drown- 
ed. Their fleets now rode triumphant from 
the Baltic to the Streights of Gibraltar, and 
their inns as well as their African and 
Indian 
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Indian trade, was at this time in a much more 
flourifhing condition than ever *, 


Tue courts of Spain and Bruffels had long 
beheld this fuperiority of the naval power of 
the Dutch with much anxiety. They dreaded 
from ic the utter extinction of their com- 
merce; and perceived, that in order to pre- 
vent this effect, it would, ere long, be necef- 
fary to put a period to the war. Nor did 
peace appear to be lefs neceffary, when they 
confidered what had hitherto been the iffue of 
their military operations at land, than when 
they refle€ted on the numberlefs loffes which 
they had fuftained at fea. Their moft ftrenuous 
endeavours to reduce the revolted provinces to 
obedience had ferved only to render the people 
more expert, and more obftinate in their de- 
fence to ftrengthen the bond of their internal 
union; and to confirm the neighbouring 
powers in their refolution of affording them 
affiftance and fupport. The maritime pro- 
vinces almoft furrounded by the fea, and every 
where interfeéted by the rivers and canals, had 


* Recueil des Voyages, &c. Van Meteren Paflim ;— 
Grotius. De Wit’s Maxims—Thy fii Hift. navalis, paffim. 
Huet onthe DutchCommerce. Janizon Etat prefent des 
Prov. Un. Recueil des Voyages qui ont fervi al’ Etablifie- 
ment & aux Progrés de la Compagnes des Indes Orien- 
tales formée dans les Provinces Unies des Pas Bais. Roven, 
17256 
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Boox hitherto been found impregnable; and the 
«_. fouthern frontier had lately been ftrengthened 
"7 by the acquifition of fome. of the ftrongeft 

places in Flanders and Brabant, Sluys, and 
Breda. 
; ’ 

Tue marquis of Spinola had wifely direéted 
his attack againft the confederates in that quar- 
ter where they were the worft prepared for re- 
fiftance. The army which he commanded 


had been the moft numerous which could pof- 
fibly be colle&ed. 


Turoven the united exertions whith had 
been made by the’ archdukes, the court of 
Spain, and by the marquis himfelf; who had 
mortgaged his ample fortune in order to pro- 
cure money, his troops, having regularly re- 
etived their pay, had beefi kept under the 
ftriGteft difcipline. All his operations had 
been conduéted with confummate fkill: and 
fothing had been omitted on his part which 
might have enfured fuceefS: yet he had been 
utterly unable’ to furmount~ the difficulties 
which he encountered. Inftead of penetrating 
into the interior provinces, he -had\been oblig- 
ed to reft fatisfied with conquefts from whence 
no folid advantage could be derived. From 
the fatigues which they had. undergone, arid 
the moifture of the climate, the army had 


lately 
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lately fuffered confiderable diminution. Thofe spook 
funds from whence the marquis had de- _™ 
frayed the expences of the laft campaign,  *%7: 
had for feveral months been almoft en- 
tirely exhaufted; and confiderable arrears be- 
ing now refting to the foldiers, the fame mu- 
tinous fpirit by which they had formerly been 
actuated, had again begun to appear. A part 
of them, as above mentioned, had already 
abandoned their officers; and having chofen 
others from among themfelves, had begun to 
indulge themfelves in every fpecies of licen- 
tioufnefs. To thefe diforders no adequate re- 
medy could poffibly be applied during the 
continuance of the war. All the money which 
could be raifed in the Netherlands, or furnifh- 
ed by the court of Spain, would be hardly 
fufficient to defray the expence of the new 
levies which muft be made before the next 
campaign. And inthe mean time the licen- 
tious fpirit of the mutineers mutt diffufe itfelf 
throughout the army; and both the army 
itfelf, and the provinces, be thereby expofed 
an eafy prey to a watchful enemy; who, being 
poffefied of more certain refources for carrying 
on the war, had been always ready to avail 
themfelves of every advantage that was afford- 
ed them *. 


bad Grotius, lib. XVe Bentir. part xii, lib. viii. 
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Besipzs thefe confiderations there were 
fome others, which, with Philip and his mi- 
nifters, were fuppofed to have had ftill greater 
weight. A report at that time prevailed, that 
the Dutch, having entered into a correfpond- 
ence with the Moors on the coaft of Barbary, 
had agreed to furnifh them with fhips to tranf- 
portan army into Spain. And another report was 
likewife propagated, that the French monarch 
having formed the defign of annexing the Ne- 
therlands to France, was now prepared and 
refolved to carry it into execution. It does 
not appear that there was any juft foundation 
for either of thefe reports. But they feem to 
have made a {trong impreffion on the minds of 
the Spanifh minifters ; who, dreading that ei- 
ther an interruption of that domeftic tranquil- 
lity which Spain had fo long enjoyed, or the 
entire lofs of the Netherlands, muft be the con- 
fequence of the continuance of the war, were 
now more defirous than ever to have it brought 
to a conclufion +. 


Tue archduke was {till more folicitous for 
peace than the Spanifh minifters. From the 
commencement of his fovereignty he had lived 
in perpetual difquietude. He had fully expe- 
rienced the vanity of his hopes of fuccefs from 


+ Memorei recondite, vol. i, p. 418 


the 
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the fupport of Spain, which he knew tobe 8 os K 
too much exhaufted, and removed at too great . 
a diftance from the fcene of action, to afford 
him the affiftance that was neceflary. He had 
no heirs of his own body to whom he could 
tranfmit his dominions. And both he and the 
infanta, befides being fenfibly affected by the 
calamities in which their fubjeéts were in- 
volved, were defirous to pafs the remainder of 
their days in peace. 





1607 


Tuey were confirmed in their refolution by Peace re- 
the marquis of Spinola, who did not hefitate Sauron. 
in advifing peace, notwithftanding the renown “°™ 
which he had acquired from his conduét of the 
war. But his ambition being tempered with 
prudence and moderation, he wifely judged it 
be:ter to reft fatisfied with the glory which he 
had already gained, than to run the rifk of 
expofing himfelf to reproach, by attempting 
what he knew to be impoffible. He was better 
acquainted than any other perfon with the 
difficulties to be encountered in the profecu- 
tion of the war, and therefore exerted all his 
influence to perfuade the archduke, and the 
Spanifh minifters, of the folly of perfifting in 
their attempt. The time might come, he re- 
prefented, when the confederates, divided 
among themfelves, arid no longer fupported by 
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fo powerful an ally as the king of France, 
might be induced or compelled to return to 
their allegiance; but while, through their 
dread of Spain, their internal union was pre- 
ferved inviolate, and a prince fo near them, 
pofieffed of fuch inexhauftible refources, ever 
ready to lend them his affiftance ; as it was ab- 
furd to expect to bring the war to the defired 
iffue, fo the confequences of perfifting in it 
mutt prove equally ruinous to the dominions 
of the archdukes, and to the Spanifh mo- 
narchy *. 


Avsert, who entertained the moft profound 
refpect for Spinola’s judgment, being now 
more firmly than ever perfuaded that peace 
was neceffary, refolved, whatever conftruéction 
might be put upon his conduct, to make the 
confederates an offer of it without delay. Hav- 
ing previoufly founded their inclinations, by 
two perfons of the names of Wittenhorft and 
Gevart, he fome time after fent thefe men 
back to Holland, with inftructions figned by 
himfelf and the infanta f. 


Tuese inftructions they firft communicated 
privately to feveral individuals, and afterwards 


* Bentivoglio, Grotius, Baudius, &c. 
+ Dated January 3, 1607. 
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requefted to be permitted to lay them before 
the afiembly of the ftates. The members 
were of different opinions with regard to the 
expediency of granting them this permiffion : 
and prince Maurice endeavoured to diffuade 
the ftates from granting it, by expreffing his 
apprehenfions that fome infiduous defign was 
covered under the prefent propofal; and that 
as no treaty with Spain, or with the archdukes, 
while they were fo entirely governed in all 
their conduct by the court of Spain, could be 
productive of any good effect, fo the grant- 
ing of a public audience to the commiffioners 
would only ferve to infpire the people with 
fallacious hopes of peace, and fo damp their 
zeal in the profecution of the war. 


Bur Maurice yielded *, on this occafion, to 
the perfuafions of the celebrated John Olden 
Barnevelt, penfioner of Holland; one of the 
greateft ftatefmen of the age, and equally 
eminent for his public fpirit as his political 
abilities and integrity. By this venerable 
patriot it was urged, that while the king of 
Great Britain ftood an idle fpeétator of the 
war, and the French monarch feemed to have 
fome great object in view, which he deemed 


* It does not appear to have been candour or conviction. 
Vide Jearnin, tom. ii. 106, 107. 
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Dutch republic, both thefe princes were well 
pleafed to obferve the Spaniards exhauft their 
ftrength by an obftinate perfeverance in the 
war with the Netherlands; and would proba- 
bly be more liberal in their offers of affiftance 
to the ftates than they had hitherto been, if 
there were a negociation begun for the efta- 
blifhment of peace. A great majority of the 
aflembly, with Maurice himfelf, came readily 
into this opinion, and the commiffioners were 
readily admitted to an audience. They repre- — 
fented that the archdukes, being defirous to 
put an end to the calamities of war, were ready 
to enter into treaty with them, either for efta- 
blifhing a perpetual peace, or a long truce, 
and would confent to fuch reafonable terms as 
they could not fuppofe would be rejected by 
the United Provinces. That the ftates could 
not be ignorant of the equity of the pretenfions 
of the archdukes; that in all their conduét 
they had fhewn how averfe they were to every 
fevere and arbitrary meafure in the government 
of their fubjeéts; that they would claim 
nothing to which they had not the moft un- 
queftionable title; and that the ftates might 
affuredly depend on receiving from them every 
fort of fatisfaction and fecurity they could re- 
quire for the full enjoyment of their rights and 
privileges, 


To 
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To this propofal the ftates, after an interval BOOK 
of a few days, replied, that no regard could , 
be paid to what the commiffioners had deli- 
vered in the affembly’; fince the archdukes, it 
appeared, ftill perfifted in fuppofing thernfelves 
poffeffed of a right to the fovereignty of the 
United Provinces. That in the folemn deed, 
entitled the Union of Utrecht, the ftates, hav- 
ing, on the jufteft grounds, renounced the au- 
thority of the king of Spain, had afferted their 
liberty and independence; that this deed 
had been recognifed by many of the European 
ftates and princes: that they had long main- 
tained their liberty by force of arms; and were 
ftill determined to maintain it to the laft ex- 
tremity; and to reject every propofal for treat- 
ing with the archduke or the king of Spain, 
either for a truce or a perpetual peace, ~unlefs 
they were acknowledged as a free ftate, over 
which thefe princes could pretend to no autho- 
rity. 





1607. 


Witu this anfwer the commiffioners return- y,. trnirea 
ed to Bruffels, from whence they wrote a letter ap tot 
to the ftates, acquainting them that, by the rtion of 
propofal which had been made, the archduke dom. 

did not mean to claim any authority over 
them, or to introduce any change into their 
form of government; but, leaving all their 
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BOOK Jaws and inftitutions on their prefent footing, 

—— toputa period to the miferies attendant upon 

~ 1607. 
war, by a peace or truce; and, foon after- 
wards, another commiflioner was fent into 
Holland, in whom it fhould feem Albert could 
put greater confidence than in his firft com- 
miffioners. This perfon was Ney, or Neyen, 
a native of Antwerp, who had been educated 
in the Proteftant religion, but having after- 
wards embraced the Popifh faith, had refided 
for feveral years in Spain, and was at this time 
general of the order of Francifcans; aman of. 
confiderable learning, and of great integrity 
and abilities, and highly diftinguifhed for his 
eloquence and addrefs. Having been upwards 
of twenty years of age before he left the Ne- 
therlands, he retained a warm affection for his 
native country; he was at the fame time ani- 
mated with zeal to fignalize himfelf in the 
fervice of the archdukes and the court of. 
Spain, and undertook the tafk impofed upon 
him with great alacrity. 


Hg had no fooner, after his arrival in Hol- 
land, had an interview with fome of the princi- 
pal perfons in the republic, than he difcovered, 
that it would be vain to hope for fuccefs in the 
execution of his embafly, unlefs the ftates 
were, in the treaty propofed, to be acknowledged 

free 
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free and independent, and for this reafonhe Boox 
immediately returned to Bruffels, in order to Wace: de 
convince the archdukes of the neceffity of at 
making this conceffion. 


TueEseE princes, conformably to the tenor of 
the above mentioned letter, written by Wit- 
tenhorft and Gevart, at their defire, were will- 
ing to agree that no mention fhould be made 
in the treaty of their right of fovereignty ; but 
exprefly todifclaim this right, and formally to 
acknowledge the fovereignty of the ftates, they 
confidered as equally dangerous and difhonour- 
able. It would be in words to acknowledge 
‘what in their hearts they muft difavow; it 
would be to give their fanction to rebellion, 
and thereby to afford encouragement to their 
fubjeéts to imitate the example of the revolted 
provinces. 


Beinc confcious, however, from the ftate of 
their finances, thar they were utterly unable to 
carry on the war, they refolved, in conformity 
to the advice of their counfellors, to yield at 
Jeaft fo far as to impower their commiffioners 
to declare, that they were willing to treat with 
the confederates as with a free people, over 
whom they pretended to no authority: a form 
of expreffion which might be adopted, they 
thought, confiftently with their honour, as it 
| 9 only 
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A letter 
from the 
archdukes 
tothe U- 
nited States 


port either a renunciation of their own right 
to the fovereignty, or an acknowledgment of a 
right inherent in the ftates to independence. 


In the hopes however that it might fatisfy 
the confederates, Ney was immediately fent 
back to the Hague, with a letter addreffed to 
the ftates, and figned both by Albert and 
Ifabella, of which the following were the prin- 
cipal contents: that being extremely folicitous 
to put a ftop to the effufion of human blood, 
they were ready to treat with the United States 
as with a free people, from whom they claim- 
ed no fubmiffion or obedience; that they were 
willing to treat either for the purpofe of elta- 
blifhing a perpetual peace, or a long truce, of 
twelve, fifteen, or twenty years, during the 
continuance of which, the contending parties 
fhould retain what they at prefent poffeffed ; 
unlefs it fhould be mutually agreed, for the 
common intereft of both, to make an exchange 
of certain towns and territories: that, in order 
to prevent all fufpicion of fraud or finifter in- 
tention, ambaffadors, natives of the Nether- 
lands, fhould be nominated by the archdukes, 
and an equal number named by the United 
States: that the ftates fhould have their choice 
of the time and place of meeting; and that, 

while 
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while the negociation was carrying on, there BOOK 
fhould be an entire fufpenfion of holtilities for 
eight months, both by fea and land. 
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From the fequel, it will appear that all the 
members of the ftates were not equally dif- 
pofed to agree to thefe propofals; but by a 
great majority they were thought a fufficient 
ground for a negociation or treaty. 


No objection was made to the words in 
which the declaration of the independence of 
the republic was expreffed. The ftates, con- 
{cious of the fuperiority of their naval force, 
refufed to confent to the ceffation of hoftilisies 
at fea; but they agreed that no holtile enter- 
prize fhould be undertaken againft any of the 
towns or provinces of the Netherlands, and no 
new forts ereéted. It was declared that the 
truce of ¢ight months fhould commence on the 
fourth of May: and the archdukes engaged 
to procure a ratification of the prefent conven- 
tion, including the declaratory claufe, within 
three months, frorn the king of Spain *. 


Tuis agreement having been firft made with 
Ney, and a few days after confirmed in proper 
form by Aibert and Ifabella, was immediately 


* Grotius, lib. xvi, Baudits, lib, i, Bentivoglio, 
lib, viii. and Meteren, liv. xxviii. 
commu- 
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communicated by the ftates-general to the par- 
ticular ftates, and a day of thankfgiving to 
Heaven for the profpect of peace appointed to 
be obferved throughout the provinces. 


Tue people in general fincerely rejoiced on 
this occafion, and were greatly elated when 
they reflected on the proof which the propofal 
and conceffion of the archdukes afforded of the 
difficulties to which they were reduced. 


Tue war had now fubfifted for almoft forty 
years; and though, during a part of that time 
only fome of them had been much expofed to 
the calamities which are commonly attendant 
upon war, in the immediate fcenes of action, 
yet moft of them had experienced thefe cala- 
mities in fome degree. They had, on num- 
berlefs occafions, been difquieted with the 
moft dreadful apprehenfions; and they had 
long groaned under the weight of thofe enor- 
mous taxes, which the fupporting of fo many 
fleets and armies made it neceflary to impofe. 


THERE was a confiderable proportion how- 
ever of the people whofe intereft and profperity 
depended on the continuance of the war, and 
particularly thofe who held employments, 
which muft either be fuppreffed, or rendered 

much 
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much lefs lucrative in the time of peace. By 
fuch perfons peace was no lefs dreaded than it 
was defired by the generality of their country- 
men ; and the archdukes propofals were repre- 
fented as deceitful and infidious. Unhappily 
many of the clergy joined in reprefenting 
them in this light; and, by their inflamma- 
tory harangues from the pulpit, contributed 
to increafe the difficulties which the ftates 
afterwards encountered in carrying on the 
treaty. 


Tuis negociation was a matter of great fur- 
prize to the neighbouring ftates and princes. 
They could not fuppofe that the archdukes 
would have ventured to make fuch humiliating 
conceffions, if they had not before hand ob- 
tained the confent of the court of Spain; and 
that court, they thought, would never have 
confented to it, but in order to procure by ar- 
tifice what they had been unable to accomplifh 
by force of arms. They were not wholly unac- 
quainted with the diforder that had taken place 
in the Spanifh finances ; but they could hardly 
believe that a prince, poffeffed of fuch copious 
refources as thofe of Philip, could be reduced 
fo low as to find it neceffary to treat with his re- 
bellious fubjects on equal terms. They were 
therefore fufpicious that the Spanifh minifters 
had fecretly formed fome defign, by which 

their 
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go oX their intereft or the intereft of Europe might 


Ill. 
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be affected ; and they were confirmed in their 
fufpicion, by reflecting on the fecrecy with 
which the negociation had been carried on, At 
Bruffels it had been communicated only to a 
very fmall number of the archdukes minifters. 
At the Hague, the ftates-general alone had 
been privy to it; and at both thefe places it 
had been carefully concealed from all the fo- 
reign refidents, till it was made known by the 
ftates-general to the particular ftates, when 
they appointed the day of public thank{giving. 
Thefe precautions gave a myfterious appear- 
ance to the conduct of both parties ; yet they 
had probably been ufed with no other view, 
but either to avoid the perplexity arifing from 
too great a multitude of counfellors, or to pre- 
vent oppofition to the treaty in its infancy, and 
before the refolution was fully formed, whe- 
ther it fhould be rejected or embraced. 


THERE were no princes fo well entitled to 
be confulted on this occafion by the ftates as 
the kings of Great Britain and France, to 
whom the provinces had been fo much indebt- 
ed for their affiftance in carrying on the war. 
The former of thefe princes, from the narrow- 
nefs of his revenue, joined to his bad oeconomy 
in the adminiftration of it, had never been 


able 
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ble to furnifh them with pecuniary fuppliss; so ox 
but notwithftanding the difficulties in which he 

was involved, he had tonfented that the one half e7- 
of the money with which the French king fup- 

plied them, fhould be deducted from the debt 

which that prince owed to the crown of Eng- 

land, and had at all times afforded encourage- 

ment to their levies of troops in Britain ; while 

he had fecretly difcountenanced thofe which, 

in confequence of the permiffion granted in the 

treaty of peace above mentioned, were at- 


tempted by the archduke or the king of Spain. 


Tue obligations however of the ftates were 
much greater to the French than to the Britifh 
monarch; for Henry was not only more able, 
but more difpofed to contribute to their fup- 
port. Before the peace of Vervins, he had Condua of 
always confidered their caufe and intereft as .” 
his own; and after that peace, had given them W2r"°s"* 
every proof of friendfhip that was confiftent fate scr 
with fidelity to thofe engagements which he Vervins. 
had come under to the king of Spain. His 
proteftant fubjects had been freely admitted to 
enter into their fervice, and had, every cam- 
paign, formed a confiderable proportion of 
their troops. When, in order to procure tran- 
qguillity to France, he found it neceffary to en- 
gage that he would not any longer afford affilt- 
ance 
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to the Spanifh ambaffadors, that he did not 
thereby mean to preclude himfelf from repay- 
ing thofe fums to the ftates, which they had 
lent him in the time of his diftrefs. And, for 
fome years, the repaying of thefe fums* was 
the only affiftance in money which he afforded 
them. But after difcovering that, in violation 
of the peace of Vervins, the court of Spain 
had formed intrigues with the marefchal 
Biron, and his other diffatisfied fubjeéts, the 
object of which was the fubverfion of his go- 
vernment, thinking himfelf then at liberty to 
retaliate upon them for fo great an injury, he 
had been more open and liberal than formerly 
in lending his affiftance to the United Pro- 
vinces. He fpared no pains to perfuade the 
king of England to enter into an alliance with 
him for their fupport; and had, yearly, ad- 
vanced them fums of money for the payment 
of their forces. 


Ir would be abfurd to fuppofe, that in the 
kindnefs which Henry had manifefted to the 
{tates, his conduct had entirely proceeded from 
motives of friendfhip and generofity. 


* The amount of thefe fums was feven millions three 
hundred and feventy-eight thoufand and eight hundred 
livres. Sully, liv. xxi. 
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It can feldom happen that a prince, in his BooxK- 
conduét towards foreign: ftates, could be jufti- re 
fied for acting under the influence of fuch mos 
tives. A regardto the inter eft of his fubjeéts, 
was, as it ought to have been, the ruling prin- 
ciple of Henry’s conduct; and his liberality 
towards the United Provinces proceeded: from 
his conviction, that on their profperity, in 
fome meafure, depended the peace and tran- 
quillity of his own dominions. . 





Havine formerly fuffered fo much from the 
arms, and afterwards from the intrigues of the 
Spaniards, he was ftill difquieted with appre-~ 
henfions of the danger to which he was ex- 
pofed from their turbulent ambition. He had 
long beheld: with pleafure their fruitlefs con- 
teft in the Netherlands, which had contributed 
fo much to exhauft their ftrength. But, hav- 
ing, in concert with fome of his wifeft mi- 
nifters, formed a plan for the humiliation both 
of the German and Spanifh branches of the 
Auftrian family, which required leifure before 
he could bring it to maturity *, he was not 
difpleafed to hear that the ftates had agreed to 
the archdukes propofals for entering intora: 
treaty; but not having been previoufly con- 


* Suliy’s Memoirs, p. 324, &c. 
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fulted upon the fubjeét, and the archdukes 
having made greater conceffions than he 
expected, he dreaded that the court of Spain 
mutt have formed fome deep infidious defign, 
either. againft the ftates themfelves, or the 
princes in alliance with them; and there- 
fore he refolved to beftow all that attention 
upon the prefent negociation in the Nether- 
lands, which a tranfaction of the higheft con- 
fequence deferved. 


His affairs in that country had hitherto been 
managed with great prudence by his prefident, 
monfieur de Burerwall; but, being determin- 
ed, if poflible, to acquire a direction of the 
prefent negociation, and vigilantly to watch 
over the conduct of the contracting powers, 
he fent to the Hague, in quality of ambaffador 
extraordinary, the prefident Jeannin, a minifter 
of great experience, who is equally celebrated 
in the annals of Henry’s reign, and in thofe of 
his fucceffor, for his fidelity, his eloquence, 
and his political abilities. 


Tuis able negociator had no fooner arrived 
than he required admiffion into the affembly 
of the ftates; where, after reminding them of? 
the zeal with which his mafter had for fo many 

years 
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years exerted himfelf in their behalf, He in- 8 ook 
veighed, with much feverity, againft thofe 
who had falfely accufed the king of airing at 
the fovereignty of the Provinces; and then 
gently reproached the ftates with giving a co- 
lour to this afperfion, by entering into a treaty 
with the enemy, without his knowledge of 
confent. But as no prince, he added, could 
more eafily forgive his enemies, fo there was 
none more ready to overlook the omiffions of 
his friends: and to prove the fincerity of his 
friendfhip for the ftates, the king had now fent 
him in the character of ambaffador, with 
powers to affure them of the continuance of 
his affiftance, in cafe a continuance of the 
war fhould be found expedient; or, if they 
chofe to put a period to it, to affift them in 
eftablifhing an honourable and lafting peace. 
He concluded with requefting that a commit- 
tee of the ftates might be appointed, to whom 
he might more particulatly communicate his 
inftruétions, and with whom he might occa- 
fionally deliberate concerning the mieafures 
which it might be proper to purfue, 


1607, 


Tue ftates readily complied with this re- 
queft, and exprefied how fincerely they re- 
joiced to find fo great a king difpofed to take 
fo warm an intereft in their affairs. 

Ue Tuis 
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poOK  ‘Turs interpofition of Henry gave equal 


costae uneafinefs to the court of Spain, as it afforded 
1607, joy to the ftates. They knew that all his in- 
fluence would be employed, either to prevent 
an accommodation, or to render it derogatory 
to the honour and intereft of Spain. And they 
were well acquainted with the fuperior talents 
of Jeannin, who, while he would keep the 
ftates perpsiually on their guard, would en- 
courage them to perfift in their moft exor- 
bitant demands. 


Tue courts of Spain and Bruffels had reafon 
likewife to look for oppofition from the Britith 
as well as from the French monarch. For 
James had no ground, they thought, to enter- 
tain any jealoufy of the Dutch; as their de- 
pendence on him for their Englifh and Scotch 
troops, which formed fo great a proportion of 
their army, his poffeffion of the cautionary 
towns, which were fo many keys of the Ne- 
therlands, the fituation of his dominions, and 
the coincidence between his fubjeéts and thofe 
of the ftates in religious opinions, feemed to 
render him fecure of their alliance. It could 
not therefore but be agreeable, they imagined, 
to this prince, to contribute his endeavours, in 
the treaty of peace, to promote the ‘intereft 
of the ftates at the expence of Spain. They 
f{uppofed it, however, to be more likely that he 

might 
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might exert ‘his influence to render this truly 
abortive from an apprehenfion which théy had 
given him ground to entertain, that if Spain 
were at peace with the United Provinces; the 
might employ her leifure in fomenting the dif- 
contents of his popifh fubjects in Ireland? 


Bur they afterwards found that they had 
erred in this conjeéture. Indolence and an 
averfion to war were prodominant principles 
in the character of James; and thefe, on this 
occafion, determined him, in oppofition to his 
political intereft, to concur with the French 
monarch, in promoting the eftablifhment of 
peace ; befides that, he could not decently have 
attempted to diffuade the Dutch from liftening 
to the: propofals which had been made to 
them without being more liberal than the 
narrow ftate of his finances would permit, in 
contributing to their affiftance. James had 
been no lefs alarmed than Henry, by the intcl- 
ligence which he received of the negociation 
between the ftates and the archdukes; and 
had expreffed to Caron, the Dutch refident at 
London, his furprize at the fecrecy with which 
it had been carried on. But the ftates, folici- 
tous to preferve his friendfhip, having fent two 
of their number to explain to him the mo- 
tives of their conduct, he readily admitted of 

U 3 their 
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B0oX their apology, and foon after fent Sir Ralph 

MY Winwood and Sir Richard Spencer, in the cha- 

1607. acter of ambaffadors, to affift them in bring- 
ing the treaty to the defired conclufion. 





Asov’s the fame time ambaffadors arrived 
in Holland from the king of Denmark, the 
elector Palatine, the elector of Brandenburgh, 
the landgrave of Heffe, and feveral other pro+ 
teftant princes of Germany; who, having no 
intereft of their own to adjuft or fecure, could 
have no other motive in fending them, but ta 
afford to the ftates, on this important occafion, 
a proof of the concern which they took in their 


profperity *. 


In the mean time an event happened, which, 
by elevating the hopes of one of the contend- 
ing parties, while it depreffed thofe of the 
other, contributed to haften the treaty to a 
conclufion. The ftates having, early in the 

Operations 

of the {pring of this year, equipped a fleet of twenty- 

amped fix fhips of war, befides tranfports v with ftores 

admiral 

Heemé&'re, and provifions, they put it under the com- 

mand of Heem({kirk, one of the braveft officers, 
and moft fkilful navigators in the Nether- 
lands, with inftruétions to fail for the weftern 


coafts of Spain and Portugal, and by watching 


* Baudius, lib, i. _— Grotiis, and Winwood, 
Vol i lie 
the 
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the motions of the enemy, to provide for the BOOK 
fafe arrival of the Eaft India fleet. ‘The pre- 
fervation of this feet, which theré was ground 
to believe the Spaniards were prepared to in- 
tercept, the ftates informed him, was to be Con- 
fidered as a principal object of his expedition ; 
but they required-befides, that he fhould give 
all poffible annoyance to the enemy, and re- 
member that the archdukes having made pro- 
pofals for a treaty of peace, the iffue of this 
treaty, and confequently the future profperity 
of the United Provinces, would greatly depend 
on the fuccefs with which his arms in the pre- 
fent enterprize fhould be attended. 
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HeeEmsxirk, flattered with the truft repofed 
in him at fo critical a juncture, affured the 
ftates, when he received his inftructions, that 
whether he fhould die or furvive, they fhould 
not have reafon to repent of the honour they 
had conferred on him; and in order to ex- 
prefs his confidence’ of fuccefs, he declared 
that he would not accept of any reward or pay, 
unlefs the booty fhould amount to more than 
five hundred thoufand florins; in which cafe he 
would accept only. of his fhare of what thould 
remain after that fum was deduéted. He was 
already, fays Grotius, poflefled of a greater 
fortune than his manner of life required ; and 
being animated more by the love of glory 

U4 than 
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_than of riches, under the fimple fhow and moe 


derate deportment of a citizen, he concealed 
all the qualities of a hero, 


Havine left the Texel on the 2sth of 
March, he firft dire&ed his courfe towards 
Lifbon; but being informed on his arrival in 
the mouth of the Tagus, by fome merchants 
whom he had fent before him, under neutral 
colours, to procure jntelligence, that the firft 
diyifion of the Portuguefe and Spanifh fleet 
intended for the Indies and America, had al- 
ready failed, and that the fhips belonging to ' 
the fecond, were neither fully equipped nor 
had got their cargoes on board; but that a 
Spanifh fleet of fhips of war was then riding at 
anchor in the bay of Gibraltar, he immediately 


fet fail for that place, and foon arrived within 
fight of the enemy. 


Tue Spaniards having, for feveral days, ob- 
ferved him fteering his courfe along the coaft 
of Andalufia, had given notice to the Admiral 
Don John Alvarez Davila of his approach ; 
and Davila had full leifure to put his fleet into 
a proper pofture of defence. It confifted of 
twenty-one fhips, nine of which were greatly 
{fuperior in fize to thofe of the enemy, and 
was drawn up under the cannon of the fort, 
di the admiral’s galleon, which was much 


larger 
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larger than the reft, in front. Heemfkirk was BOOK 
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fully aware of the great advantage which the ——__ 


Spanith admiral maft derive from his fituation; 
but this confideration rather ferved-to confirm 
him in his purpofe, than to deter him. from car- 
rying it into execution. 


For the preater, faid he to his officers, ina 
council of war which he held before the engage- 
ment, the danger to which we fhall be expofed, 
and the more arduous our attempt, the greater 
will be the glory we fhall acquite, and the 
more important the fervice we fhall perform to 
our country, if our arms fhall be crowned with 
victory. Many illuftrious exploits have our 
countrymen atchieved in different quarters of 
the globe, but we are the firft who fhall adven- 
ture to attack the royal fleet in the ftrongeft 
port of Spain; and, by our fuccefs, fhall 
fhow how little reafon the Spanifh monarch, 
with his long proud lift of titles, has to boaft 
that he is the fovereign of the feas. Let us not 
be difheartened by the enormous fize of the 
enemy’s fhips, for this very circumftance, by 
rendering them unwieldy in all their motions, 
will facilitate our conqueft. I require you ta 
do nothing, of which I fhall not fet you an ex- 
ample. But when the engagement fhall be 
begun, we muft remember it will be no longer 
poffible to efcape, we mutt either conquer or 

perifh. 
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3oox ‘perith. Nor is it only our own prefervation 


Ii. 


‘y607. 


that depends on the fortitude we fhall difplay 
in our prefent enterprize, but the fafety of the 
rich fleet that is in its way from India, the 
fafety of all our countrymen, who are engaged 
in trade in this part of the world, and the 
terms likewife of peace which the ftates thall 
obtain from the enemy. Let us only exert 
ourfelves as we have done on former occafions, 
and difcover that contempt of danger which is 
the fureft pledge of victory, and we fhall enjoy 
the glory and felicity of putting a period to the 
war, and thereby fecure to our countrymen 
that liberty, for which they have fought for 
more than forty years. 


Havine delivered thefe exhortations with 
that natural military eloquence, which he pof; 
feffed in an eminent degree, and received from 
all the officers prefent, the moft folemn affur- 
ances, confirmed by an oath, that, to the ut- 
moft of their power, they would imitate his 
example, and fulfil his commands, he com- 
municated to them his plan of attack, and, as 
foon as they had returned to their refpective 
fhips, he gave the fignal to advance. 


Wren Davila perceived them approaching, 
he ordered the mafter of a Dutch merchant- 
man whom he had a prifoner on board his 

fhip, 
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fhip, in chains, to be brought upon the deck, 

and enquired of him what he imagined might 
be his countrymen’s defign: to attack your 
fleet, anfwered the prifoner ; to which Davila , 
fmiling contemptuoufly, replied, that he could 
not fuppofe it, fince his fingle fhip, he thought, 
would prove an over match for all the Dutch 
veffels that were in fight. That may be true, 
faid the other, but, either I know nothing of 
the character of my countrymen, or the battle 
will be inftantly begun. 


Heemsxirk himfelfled the van, and fteered 
his courfe directly towards Davila, who, in- 
ftead of that contempt which he had {fo recently 
expreffed, being now overwhelmed with afto- 
nifhment at the fight of fuch unprecedented 
intrepidity, gave orders to flip his anchors, 
and to retire behind his other fhips, hoping 
that the enemy would thus be induced to 
exhauft their fury upon them, and that after- 
wards he might come in for a thare of the 
victory. 


But Heemfkirk, agreeably to his refolution, 
which he had cormmunicated to his officers, 
that he himfelf would attack the admiral’s gal- 
leon, without hefitation entered within the line 
of the Spanih fleet, and ftill continued to ad- 

, "vance 
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8B oot vance, keeping up his fire till he had come 
within mufket-fhot of the enemy. Davila 
having, before his approach, given the firft 
broadfide, it was now returned by Heemfkirk, 
whofe fire being more fkilfully directed, did 
greater execution. But foon after, while this 
gallant feaman ftood giving ‘orders, on the 
moft confpicuous part of the deck, his left leg 
was carried off by a cannon ball, and his thigh 
being at the fame time torn and fhattered, he 
perceived, from the great effufion of blood, 
that he could not have many minutes to fur- 
vive. Thefe he employed in exhorting thofe 
about him to perfevere in the attack, and to 
remember the oath which they had taken, and 
the duty which they owed to themfelves and to 
their country;  afier which having recom- 
Prenat, mended himfelf to the Divine Mercy, and ap~ 

pointed an officer of the name of Verhoeve to 

command the fhip, he expired. 
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So great a difafter was calculated to fill the 
minds of the fpeétators with difmay and terror; 
but that intrepid fpirit with which his ex- 
ample had infpired them, far from being ex- 
tinguifhed by his death, was rather nourifhed 
up into rage and fury, by their defire of taking 
fignal vengeance on the enemy. The battle 
which had been fufpended for a little while, 

was 
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was inftantly renewed with the fame vigour as * 9.98 
before ; and, another captain, called Lambert, ———~ 
coming up, to fupport Verhoeve, they. united ~ 
together in their, affault on the Spanifh ad- 

miral’s fhip, and battered her at once on both 

fides with uncommon violence. 


In the mean time the reft of the Dutch fleet 
had begun their attack upon the other galleons, 
with the fame.alacrity and ardour; and the 
Spaniards long gave proof of equal bravery in 
their defence. But at length, two of their 
fhips were fet on fire and burnt by the enemy, 
a third was funk, a fourth, from fome acci- 
dental caufe, blew up, and all the reft, except 
the admiral’s galleon, run afhore. 


Tre admiral himfelf had been killed about 
the fame time with Heem{kirk, but the officer 
who fucceeded him in the command, had 
maintained the combat with inflexible fury, and 
the iffue for feveral hours remained doubrful. 
At length, a third Dutch fhip arriving to the 
affiftance of the other two, the Spanith com- 
mander hoifted a white flag, as a fignal that he 
was ready to furrender. 


Burt the Dutch, animated by the fame im-  vinaiaive 
placable and vindictive {pirit, with which their 317.0" me 
war againft the Spaniards had generally been 


9 con- 
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BOOK conduéted, paid no regard to this fignal, nnd 
— — {till continued firing till they had beaten down 


the flag. The hearts of the Spaniards thei 
funk within them, and their efforts began to 
relax. The Dutch perceiving this, inftantly 
boarded their veffel, and attacked them with 
fo much fury, that they were quickly over- 
powered. Moft of them were put to the fword, 
and the reft compelled to jump over board in- 
to the fea, where many of them were either 
fhot or drowned. Jn this engagement the 
Spaniards loft near two thoufand men; and, 
befides the fhips above mentioned, which were 
burntor funk, almoft all the reft were rendered 
unfit for future fervice ; whereas not a fingle 
Dutch fhip was either loft or deroyed, and 
only about a hundred men were killed. 


So fignal a viétory, which excited the moft 
dreadful apprehenfions in the minds of the 
people along the fouthern coaft of Spain, might 
have been attended with the moft important 
confequences, if Heemfkirk had lived to im- 
prove it; and either Cadiz or Gibraltar might 
have been reduced. But the officers, on whom 
the command had devolved, were fatisfied with 
the glory they had acquired, and, in two days 
after the engagement, retired to Tetuan, on 
_ the African’coaft; from whence, after repair- 
ing 
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ing their damages, and fending home two of the 00K 


tranfports with the fick and wounded, and the 
body of the admiral, they failed in different 
fquadrons to the coaft of Portugal, Azores, 
and other places, where they expected to en- 
rich themfelves by the capture of the mer- 
chant fhips. 


Bur although this victory was not attended 
with any new conquett, it had confiderable in- 
fluence on the temper and conduct of the con- 
tending parties at the prefent crifis. It contri- 
buted to infpire the Dutch with greater confi- 
dence of fuccefs in the profecution of the war, 
and to render them more intractable; while it 
tended, on the other hand, to produce a more 
complying temperon the part of the Spaniards, 
and to heighten their folicitude for the efta- 
blifh ment of peace. 


Tue archdukes had given the moft convinc- 
ing evidence how ftrongly they were actuated 
with this folicitude. ‘They had not only made 
the firft advances to the ftates, and readily 
agreed to preliminary terms, which, by all the 
powers of Europe, were thought humiliating; 
but no fooner had a ceffation of hoftilities been 
agreed to, which extended only to hoftilities 
at land, than they fet at liberty, without -2 

ranfom, 


—_—_— 
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ranfom, all the Dutch failors, who. had been 
taken prifoners by their fhips. of war, and 
fhewed themfelves determined, if poffible, to 
put an end to every fpecies of hoftility. 


Turse princes had, from the: beginning, 
taken too little pains to fave appearances, and 
had fuffered their eagernefs for peace to betray 
them into an act of indifcretion, which, by 
putting the ftates more than ever upon their 
guard, tended to increafe the difficulty of ac- 
complifhing their defign. Their agent having, 
agreeably to his inftructions, requefted a pri- 
vate interview with Aerfens, the Dutch fecre- 
tary, after returning him, thanks for his good: 
offices with the ftates, defired him to. accept of 
a diamond of confiderable value for his wife; 
and acquainted him that the archdukes, deeply 
imprefied with a ferfe of his good intentions, 
had given orders for the reftoration of his houfe 
in Bruffels; while the marquis of Spinola had 
fent him an obligation for fifty thoufand crowns, 
fifteen thoufand of which fhould be paid upon, 
demand, and the reft as foon as either a peace 
or a long truce fhould be concluded. Acrfens, 
having conjectured what might be. Ney’s inten- 
tion in wifhing for an interview,. and having 
previoufly confulted prince Maurice concern- 
ing the part which he fhould aé, accepted, 


though 
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though with feeming reluctance, both of the 
diamond and Spinola’s obligation to the mo- 
ney; but, agreeably to his concert with Mau- 
rice, he delivered them up to the council of 
ftate, to whom he gave a particular relation of 
the whole affair in a few days*. 


Tuis tranfaétion, therefore, ferved only to 
excite fufpicions of the archdukes defigns ; 
while it afforded a ftriking proof how extremely 
averfe they were to the continuance of the war, 
and thus contributed to confirm the {tates in 
their refolution of infifting upon the moft ad- 
vantageous and honourable terms 


Tue court of Spain was not in reality lefs 
anxious with regard to the iffue of the prefent 
negotiation than that of Bruffels; but, whether 
from pride or policy, they better concealed 
their anxiety, and artfully acted for fome time 
as if the treaty had been entirely the plan of the 
archdukes, to which the king found himfelf 
under no neceffity, arifing from the fituation of 
his own affairs, of yielding his confent. 


Or the truth of this, their conduét, with 
regard to the ratification of the late agreement 
between the ftates and the archdukes, affords 
fufficient evidence. In order to obtain that ra- 


* Grotius, 520. 
Vou. I. Xx tification, 
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tification, Ney, the Francifcan, had gone to 
Madrid, and, after a delay of feveral weeks, 
during which he had occafion for all his addrefs 
and eloquence, he had now returned with it to 
Bruffels. It was immediately after carried to 
the Hague by Varreiken, Albert’s principal 
fecretary; to whom the ftates, impatient to 
know particularly the contents of his inftruc- 
tions, granted an audience on the next morn- 
ing after his arrival. They had been before- 
hand informed, by a letter from Spinola, that 
their agreenrent with the archdukes had been 
ratified by the king, and that it was in order 
to communicate to them the deed of ratifica- 
tion that Verreiken was.-fent into Holland. 
But they were extremely diffatisfied when they 
examined this deed, both with the form and 
the contents. 


It was conceived in vague and general terms, 
and not in the common form of a compact or 
convention. Ir did not comprehend the effential 
claufe relative to the fovereignty and indepen- 
dence of the United Provinces. Even in the 
copy of the archdukes ‘agreement, which was 
prefixed to the deed, that claufe was omitted ; 
and in contradiction to the fpirit and meaning 
of it, the archdukes were ftyled the fovereigns 
of the Netherlands, It was fubfcribed by 

: Philip, 
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Philip, «I the King,” (Yoel Rey); a form goox 
of fub{cription which he ufed only where his 1 
fubjeéts were addreffed. It was fealed with ‘7 
his {mall feal inftead of the great one; and it 

was written on paper, and not on vellum, as 

was ufual in all tranfactions of importance. 





TuesE omiffions and informalities were in- 
ftantly perceived by all the deputies; but that 
their conduct might not appear precipitate, 
they appointed another meeting for the mature 
confideration of them ; after which they unani- 
moully refolved to reject the deed of ratification, 
as being neither fuch as the archdukes had un- 
dertaken to procure, nor affording a fufficient 
ground for proceeding in the intended treaty, 
Verreiken, to whom this refolution was com- 
municated, laboured to perfuade the ftates that 
the defects and informalities complained of muft 
have been entirely owing to carelefinefs on the 
part of the tranfcriber, it being impoffible to 
doubt that the king would have entirely re« 
jected the agreement, if he had not meant to 
grant his ratification of the whole, 


But the ftates remained inflexible in their 
purpofe; for it was equally impoffible, they 
thought, to fuppofe that a deed of fo great 
importance, in the confequences of which not 

xX 2 only 


